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Over 1,100 parents, students, and 
supporters participated in the Fullerton 
School District’s annual student conference 
event, FSD FEST, at California State 
University Fullerton on February 1, 2020. 
FSD Fest is an avenue to celebrate many of 
the exciting learning experiences that are 
happening in our district. This event features 
favorite student showcases from previous 
years as well as new experiences.

Returning for the second year in a row, 5th and 6th 
grade students presented at the Passion Agents Conference 
featuring conference-style presentations and poster 
session presentations on their passions that they have been 
researching. Along with the Passion Agents Conference, 
student passions will be highlighted through a special 
“TED-talk style” event featuring 10 pre-selected 6th grade 
student speakers who will give 10-minute talks on their 
unique passions. Also returning to FSD FEST this year 
was the student Film Festival, which includes categories of 
Public Service Announcement/Documentaries, Biography, 
Stop Motion/Animation, Live Action Comedy or Drama, 
and Instructional Film. Another returning favorite was the 
annual eSports competition, which featured Mario Kart for 
grades 4-6, and Rocket League for grades 7-8. Innovation 
Experience showcased interactive display booths from each 
FSD school site, highlighting their unique innovations or 
instructional offerings.

Brand new to FSD FEST this year was League of 
Literacy and Civic Endeavors. League of Literacy, a reading 
competition for 3rd and 4th grade students, featured 
individual and team experiences. Civic Endeavors, a 7th 
grade community service showcase, where students “pitch” 
their best ideas and business plans to help make positive 
change in their communities, was added to the FSD Fest 
lineup for the first time.

Dr. Robert Pletka
Superintendent

FSD FEST

Aaruni Thakur
Member

Jeanette Vazquez
President

Beverly Berryman
Clerk

Hilda Sugarman
Vice President

Janny Meyer
Member

Board of 
Trustees

State Senate App Design Challenge
Just under 500 Fullerton School District 

students excitedly submitted their ideas 
to Senator Ling Ling Chang as part of the 
California State Senate App Design Challenge. 
The ideas, ranging from finding lost pets to 
recycling to helping Alzheimer patients were 
shared with peers, friends, and families at 
an awards ceremony held in February at the 
Richard Nixon Presidential Library.

Participants included students ranging in grades 2nd 
through 8th represented Golden Hill, Laguna Road, Pacific 
Drive, Richman, Sunset Lane, and Nicolas Junior High Schools. 
The packed room listened attentively as Marc Fischer,  
co-founder and CEO of Dogtown Media, a mobile app 
development company, gave a keynote speech to inspire the 
students to continue with their innovative ideas and app design.

Excitement filled the room as the winners were 
announced and photos were taken. Students categorized in 
grades 2nd through 5th and 6th through 8th grades were 
recognized in both Ideation and Design categories. The 
app ‘Remember Me’ created by four students from Nicolas 
Junior High School and designed to help people with 
Alzheimer’s Disease, took home first place overall.  

Educational Services
1401 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7400 • fullertonsd.org

Julienne Lee
Assistant  

Superintendent

A Registered Investment Advisory Firm

We’re Committed to Helping You 
Achieve Your Goals

Financial Planning and Investment Advice

(714) 449-9696
www.raiwm.com

Let us help you with

Make a no-obligation appointment to meet and
discuss your financial needs and questions today.

1501 E. Orangethorpe Ave., #210 
Fullerton, CA 92831

• Investment Management
• Retirement Planning
• Self-Employed and 
  Small Business Retirement Plans
• 403b & 401k Rollovers

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.raiwm.com


4  www.schoolnewsrollcall.com

As I am writing this the 
coronavirus has caused everyone in 
our communities to practice social 
distancing and to adjust their way 
of life. All of the health officials have 
stressed good hygiene and social 
precautions. As a Nation we will get 
through this. 

This is a particularly difficult time 
for students not physically being in 
school but the District responded and 

students have adjusted. Reading is 
always good and in this issue we have 
included two of our popular student 
book reviews to help with reading 
choices. Of course, in this issue you 
will find our latest word search. I 
appreciate your positive comments 
when you email your answers. 

Take care, be well and we’ll be 
back with our next issue October 7, 
2020.

Neta Madison
Netragrednik

Kay Coop
Founder/Publisher
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2020 California Distinguished School!
In 2020 California recognized outstanding 

education programs and practices in 
elementary schools with the prestigious CA 
Distinguished School recognition. California 
uses a multiple measures accountability 
system to identify eligible schools based on 
their performance and progress on the state 
indicators 
as specified 

on the California 
Dashboard. Acacia earned 
this recognition for 
demonstrating exemplary 
achievement and as an 
awardee, we represent 
examples of not just 
excellent teaching, learning, 
and collaboration, but also 
highly successful school 
climate efforts ranging from 
real-time conflict resolution 
to positive behavior 
intervention.

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony 
Thurmond announced, “These outstanding schools don’t 
just educate students; they also provide the young people 
of California the tools they need to be successful after 
graduation. Thanks go to all the staff at these schools—
teachers, administrators, classified employees—and 
parents, who are working together to provide high-quality 
educational experiences for all of their students.”

Liz Leon
Principal

Acacia Elementary
1200 N. Acacia Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831 • 714/447-7700 • fullertonsd.org

Community of Readers
Beechwood School strives to create 

a community of readers! Research is 
abundantly clear that there is a positive 
relationship between the amount of time a 
child spends reading each day and his or her 
reading achievement. So how does a school 
get students to love to read? Beechwood 
students participate in a variety of activities 
that engage their thinking and their 

humanity. In the Fall, classes participate in the Global Read 
Aloud. In this way, Beechwood students read the same book 
with other children from around the world and engage in 
conversations using blogs and Skype. This is a great way for 
our students to respect the commonalities and differences 
between themselves and those that live in different states 
and different countries. (For more information, visit: 
theglobalreadaloud.com) And this Spring, Beechwood 
students participated in March Book Madness. All students 
read 16 culturally diverse books and shared their voice in a 
schoolwide book bracket voting system that resulted in one 
schoolwide favorite. Cheers were heard across the school 
as the outcome was revealed. (For more information, visit: 
marchbookmadness.weebly.com)

Our parents at Beechwood have been a huge support 
in developing this community of readers. The Beechwood 
Foundation recently renovated the school library into a 
contemporary and fun space that includes grassy domes 
to sit on and reading nooks in which kids can climb in 
and enjoy their favorite story. The PTSA transformed our 
Multi-Purpose Room into a rainforest for the semi-annual 
Book Fair to increase 
the number of 
books in homes, and 
the students were 
absolutely enchanted. 
Beechwood hosts 
two parent education 
classes each semester 
to partner with 
families and provide 
helpful information 
for creating life-long 
readers. Reading 
isn’t just a subject in 
school, it’s an activity 
that brings joy and 
connection for our 
families.

Julie Graham
Principal

Beechwood
780 Beechwood Ave., Fullerton, CA 92835 • 714/447-2850 • fullertonsd.org

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
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Reading Buddies: Tigers and Cubs!
Nothing is more impactful in the 

life of a child than the relationships he 
or she builds, fosters, and maintains 
with others. This year, 2 upper grade 
classrooms paired up with 2 primary 
grade classrooms and created Reading 
Buddies! Meeting each Friday for about 
45 minutes, upper grade students got 
to know their 1st or 2nd grade Reading 

Buddies well. They selected stories together and 
listened to each other read. As time progressed, 
the time spent with each other integrated learning 
goals into their reading time. Upper grade students 
helped their buddies read and gather data from 
informational text, learn about setting, plot, and 
characters. They also played games that incorporated 
Math with songs, chalk, and hopscotch! Our Tigers 
have developed such strong ties with their buddies 
that they even send notes of encouragement and 
congratulations to each other for academic events 
such as tests and meeting goals. Students have 
experienced first-hand how rewarding and exciting 
learning can be together!

Anita Lomeli
Principal

Commonwealth Elementary
2200 E. Commonwealth Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831 • 714/447-7705 • fullertonsd.org

Reggio Emilia Principles
Transitional Kindergarten is a special 

place where students explore and 
learn in a hands on, discovery based 
classroom environment. Here at Fern 
Drive, our transitional kindergarten 
classroom is rooted in Reggio Emilia 
principles. This educational philosophy 
believes that learning occurs best 
through an enriching, student-interest 

based, student led curriculum. Our littlest Falcons 
are nurtured and guided through the principles of 
community, responsibility and respect, while learning 
developmentally appropriate curriculum. Students are 
encouraged to collaborate when working on projects 
that range in scope from arts, sketching, drawing 
and robotics to engineering! Students record success, 
take pictures and share with their families each and 
every day! Parents comment on real-time academic 
achievements and provide feedback throughout the 
day via the student blogs as well. We are proud of 
our transitional kindergarten students as they make 
great strides with their learning and creativity while 
providing real world hands on experiences for them!

Dr. Julie Brandon
Principal

Fern Drive Elementary
1400 W. Fern Dr., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7710 • fullertonsd.org

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Science Olympiad Students Make State
Fisler students have done very well in 

all of the 
Science 
Olympiad 
tournaments. 
At the 
regionals, 
every team 
member took 

home at least one medal 
as a team and we also 
medaled in nine events and 
were in the top ten in 21 
out of 23 events. Earlier in 
the year, the team finished 
8th out of 30 teams at the 
Ladera Vista Invitational 
and finished 11th out of 
69 teams at the Jeffrey 
Trail Invitational. This is 
our third consecutive year 
qualifying for the State 
tournament. 

This is a great accomplishment for our students and we 
are so proud! Go Navigators!

Mark Douglas
Interim Principal

Robert C. Fisler
1350 Starbuck St., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-2890 • fullertonsd.org

Annie, Jr.
On February 26, 2020 

Golden Hill Elementary 
School of the Arts presented 
Annie, Jr. to an audience of 
friends and family members. 
Talented and passionate 
fifth and sixth grade 
students, performed like 
professionals as they sang, 

acted and danced their way into our hearts. 
This group of students also included the 
backstage crew that kept sets moving and 
performers on que. Golden Hill has a rich 
tradition of large scale productions for the 
fifth and sixth grade students and has been 
providing this Performing Art experience 
for the past fifteen years. Golden Hill is 
able to produce such amazing theatrical 
presentations because of the producers and 
directors who are all Golden Hill teachers. 
We are also successful because of the support from our 
parent community who volunteer to be the chaperones, 
create and design sets and costumes, apply makeup, and 

sell concessions. On Saturday, February 28 our students 
presented the last performance of Annie Jr. to a sold out 
crowd. We look forward to next year’s production as we 
continue the tradition of excellence at Golden Hill.

Katrina Piche
Principal

Golden Hill Elementary
732 Barris Dr., Fullerton, CA 92832 • 714/447-7715 • fullertonsd.org

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
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Team Kids
Hermosa Drive is partnering with Team 

Kids to empower our Hawks to change 
the world! Our students are learning the 
power of advocacy and giving back to their 
community! During our first week, we had 
an art supply donation for the Jessie Rees 
Foundation, a Pediatric Cancer Non-profit 
all about giving “CARE” to each child and 
family. They encourage kids actively fighting 

cancer to Never Ever Give Up! Then, we collected gently 
used towels and blankets for Operation Blankets of Love, 
a nationally recognized award-winning nonprofit animal 
welfare & emergency relief organization. Finally, we 
collected canned foods for Pathways of Hope, a nonprofit 
organizations that rebuilds the lives of the hungry and 
homeless. On March 13th, our 5th and 6th grade leadership 
team hosted a carnival for all students! All proceeds were 
donated to a nonprofit organization of the student team’s 
choice!

Danielle Ramirez
Principal

Hermosa Drive Elementary
400 E. Hermosa Dr., Fullerton, CA 92835 • 714/447-7720 • fullertonsd.org

Educator of the Year State Finalist!
Congratulations to Jill Riley for 

being celebrated in Sacramento as 
a state finalist for Educator of the 
Year for the California League of 
Middle Schools. Jill Riley is a dance 
teacher at Ladera Vista Junior 
High School of the Arts, and was 
awarded the Region 11 California 
League of Middle Schools Teacher 

of the Year back in January. Ms. Riley was 
nominated for her devotion and dedication to her 
six dance classes and particularly her integration 
of students receiving Special Education 
Services with her general dance students. 
Mrs. Riley also provides the choreography for 
LV’s Broadway musical productions, and even 
provided instruction to LV teaching staff in their 
presentation of the “Thriller” Halloween PBIS 
assembly in October. The California League 
of Schools Educator of the Year award is given 
annually to California elementary, middle, and 
high school educators who exemplify educational 
excellence.

Bill Lynch
Principal

Ladera Vista Junior High School of the Arts
1700 E. Wilshire Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831 • 714/447-7765 • fullertonsd.org

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
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Snow Day in Kindergarten
How do you make an abstract concept like 

the water cycle relatable to kindergarten 
students? A real-life snow day experience! 
At Laguna Road, 
our annual Snow 
Day serves as the 
culminating event 
to a weather unit 
packed full of STEAM 

activities. Leading up to Snow Day, 
students learn the science behind 
solids, liquids, and gases, use their 
mathematical skills to chart and 
analyze daily weather observations, 
transform into meteorologists as 
they film weather reports using 
green screen technology, and design 
snowmen shelters to keep frozen 
water bottles from melting. These 
hands-on learning experiences are 
driven by Next Generation Science 
Standards (NGSS) and the ISTE 
standards for digital age learners. 

During Snow Day, students come to school all bundled up 
and ready to play in the snow, sled down the giant hill, and 
build a giant snowman. This 15-year-old tradition creates 
memories for a lifetime!

Dr. Cindy Bak
Principal

Laguna Road Elementary
300 Laguna Rd., Fullerton, CA 92835 • 714/447-7725 • fullertonsd.org

Celebrating Read Across America Week!
Maple Elementary School’s mission is to 

provide a world-class education through 
experiential learning, and we strive to create 
remarkable and fun reading experiences for 
our students!

This year, 
for Read Across 
America Week, 
Maple organized 

a week-long celebration of 
reading. All grade levels hosted 
a book competition, in which 
all students read the same four 
books and participated in a 
live quiz show with questions 
from the books! In addition, 
the whole school celebrated 
reading at our afternoon 
“Book-nic,” in which all 
students went outside to read 
on the field.  Students invited 
their families, and we all read 
together!

Throughout the week, students earned tickets for 
extraordinary reading behaviors, and these tickets were 
drawn on Friday, every hour on the hour. Each hour, a 
ticket was drawn from each class, and the lucky winners 
won a free book gift certificate for the Book Fair!

Anthony Abney
Principal

Maple Elementary
244 E. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, CA 92832 • 714/447-7590 • fullertonsd.org

Students and families read together on the field during Maple’s Book-nic!

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
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New Weight Room
At Nicolas Junior High, Strength Training 

started as an idea that turned to reality 
when our top of the line weight room was 
completed during the summer of 2019. 
Our students now have the opportunity 
to exercise in a 
space that rivals 
many high school 
facilities.

At Nicolas, our Strength 
Training class operates on 
5-week training cycles. During 
weeks 1 through 4, students 
track their progress in a workout 
journal. Students circuit 
train, weight train, and also 
compete against themselves 
and classmates during timed 
workouts. At the end of each 
training cycle, students get the 
opportunity to go outside and 
participate in various individual, 
dual, and team sport activities.

This year our students are showing amazing progress 
and having fun while doing so. They are extremely 
appreciative of the new equipment and space made 
available for them to improve their fitness. Some students 
are so dedicated that they show up at 7AM to work out 
before school starts!

Robyn Clemente
Principal

Nicolas Junior High School
1100 W. Olive Ave., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7775 • fullertonsd.org

Design Lab in Action
On February 5th Mrs. Martinez’s 

and Mrs. DeSantiago’s class 
collaboratively hosted a working 
Grand Opening of our newest 
Orangethorpe student lab space. 
Working closely these third and 
fourth graders used their previously 
designed blueprints to guide them 
in their quest to build a working 

microphone for use during classroom Writers 
Workshop presentations. This creative workspace 
is used by all students Kindergarten through sixth 
grade. Some of the other projects students have 
embarked on include: fifth graders solving design 
problems for consumers (each student was their 
partner’s client) in a challenge involving designing 
a better backpack. Another project completed by 
sixth graders focused on building a home to save 
the endangered pika of North America. Since the 
installation of this lab all students on our campus 
have utilized this amazing learning space as an 
avenue to increase their creative thinking and 
problem-solving skills. What a time to be an ORCA!

Dr. Ginger Frady
Principal

Orangethorpe Elementary
1400 S. Brookhurst Rd., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7730 • fullertonsd.org

Orangethorpe ORCAs were so pleased to show off our  
new design lab to parents, FSD board members,  

school district VIP’s and members of our larger Fullerton community.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
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Family “VIP Day”
This year, Pacific 

Drive’s annual 
VIP Day hosted 
hundreds of family 
members, friends, and 
community members, 
all selected by our 
students as “Very 
Important People”. We 

were able to bring our community 
partners, Kid Healthy, to campus 
to provide a number of wellness 
opportunities for our families. 
Students and their VIPs enjoyed 
participating in sports and activities. 
Egleth Nuncci, Pacific Drive ELAC 
President comments, “Este evento 
nos da la oportunidad de apreciar 
a nuestros niños, aprender de 
nuestra escuela, interactuar con 
nuestras maestras, ver a los salones 
de nuestros niños. Es un evento tan especial que nos hace 
sentir en familia y la escuela es nuestra segunda casa.” 

Cyrus Norton, Pacific Drive PTA President described the 
day as “a great time for everyone and a good chance for 
families to get involved with their children’s school.”

Dr. Kelly Castillo
Principal

Pacific Drive Elementary
1501 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7735 • fullertonsd.org

Great Instrumental Music Program
We are very excited to announce that the 

Parks Junior High orchestra and advanced 
band have been invited to play at the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library in Simi Valley, 
California on April 7th. Both groups are 
performing a program tailored especially 
for this venue. The advanced band will play 
the music of John Phillip Sousa, including 
the marches, “High School Cadets”, “Fairest 

Of The Fair”, “Manhattan Beach March” and our national 
march, “Stars and Stripes Forever”. Also, in tribute to 
Henry Mancini’s 1987 invitation to the White House, they 
will play “Baby Elephant Walk” and the “Pink Panther”. 
The orchestra will play a set titled “Mostly Mozart” 
featuring highlights from “The Magic Flute”, “Eine Kleine 
Nachtmusik”, “The Marriage Of Figaro”, “Symphony No. 40” 

and “Symphony no. 25”. On March 3rd, Parks instrumental 
music students performed in a combined orchestra/
advanced band workshop at Disneyland. The day began 
with a studio experience in which the students sight read 
for 90 minutes as a Disney director led them through what 
it takes to be a professional studio musician. The students 
were able to score several different scenes within Disney 
animated films including “The Lion King”, “The Emperor’s 
New Groove”, and “Atlantis”. Through this exposure to the 
professional side of musicianship, many students realized 
that they could turn their musical passion into a rewarding 
career. The Parks Jr. High instrumental music program, 
under the direction of Doug Boughter, was acknowledged 
this year by the United States Congress and The United 
State Senate for the outstanding contribution in music 
education. We are so proud of Mr. Boughter and our 
amazingly talented students.

Laura Makely
Principal

Parks Junior High School
1710 Rosecrans Ave., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7785 • fullertonsd.org

Principal, Dr. Kelly Castillo, along with Assistant Principal, Cristina Centeno,  
thank Kid Healthy Volunteer Coordinator and Pacific Drive Parent, Rose Alcazar and  

Kid Healthy Representative, Pamela Lares.

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
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The ART in STEAM
Raymond integrates 

STEAM instruction - 
Science, Technology 
Engineering, Arts, 
and Mathematics. 
Primary classrooms are 
thrilled to be able to 
create their own digital 
audio moviemaking 

project using the FSD Arts Learning 
Activities School Bus (Arts Lab), 
which is a mobile digital multimedia 
studio. Students create a project 
based on what they are learning in 
the classroom to make their movies, 
which take about ten days to complete. 
Students are guided by skilled artist/
educators that travel on the ART LAB 
School Bus to ensure students have a 
hands-on experience. Students love 
writing, producing, and acting in their 
short digital films, and they cannot 
wait each day to work on their movie.

Yolanda McComb
Principal

Raymond Elementary
517 N. Raymond Ave., Fullerton, CA 92831 • 714/447-7740 • fullertonsd.org

App Challenge
Third graders at Richman 

Elementary participated in 
the Senate and Congressional 
App Challenge. Twenty-six 
third graders collaborated 
and developed nine different 
prototype apps to identify 
a problem and develop a 
solution. Homework Help, 

Bully Patrol, Lost Pets, School Garden, Save 
the Sea, and Book Switch are some of the 
apps the students developed.

This year, Hailey Verduzco and Liza Vega 
developed the “Book Switch” app. Hailey 
explained, “This app will let you borrow or 
donate books with other students. Using this 
app will help you recycle books and save 
your money.” Hailey and Liza received 2nd 
place award by Congressman Gil Cisneros at 
the Congressional App Challenge ceremony 
at Cal Poly Pomona, and a 1st place award 
by Senator Ling Ling Chang at the Senate 
App Challenge ceremony at the Richard Nixon Library. 

This enriching experience inspires students to learn to 
code and pursue a career in computer science.

Kristen Holm
Principal

Richman Elementary
700 S. Richman Ave., Fullerton, CA 92832 • 714/447-7745 • fullertonsd.org

Richman’s Congressional App Team at the Nixon Library with  
Senator Ling Ling Chang and their teacher, Ms. Cindy Lee

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
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Read Across America Week
Read Across America made its yearly stop 

at Rolling Hills during the week of March 2nd 
to March 6th. The week was filled activities 
like our annual poster 
making sessions, Dr. 
Seuss day and the 
book cover contest.  
For our book cover 
contest we had parents 

and volunteers do a blind voting and 
our top 3 students from each grade 
level were honored for their hard 
work and creativity.

In addition to our school-wide 
traditions our Roadrunners had 
a special treat when author D.J. 
MacHale came to Rolling Hills for 
three special assemblies on Tuesday, 
March 3rd.  He read “The Monster 
Princess” to our K/1 students and 
excerpts from “The Curse of the 
Boggin” and “Sylo”, two of his 
newest novels, to our older students. 

Mr. MacHale also spent time signing books for students 
and parents before school and after each assembly. The 
assembly was a student and staff favorite and highlight of 
the week!

Juleen Faur
Principal

Rolling Hills Elementary
1460 E. Rolling Hills Dr., Fullerton, CA 92835 • 714/447-7795 • fullertonsd.org

Celebrate our Love for Reading
Sunset Lane Elementary School 

had a fun filled Read Across 
America week from March 2nd 
through March 6th. Not only did 
we celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday, 
but we also celebrated our love 
for reading. Students and staff 
alike participated in spirit days 
throughout the week where we 

wore red and blue to align with One Fish, Two 
Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish, we wore our favorite 
hats to show our enjoyment of Cat in the Hat, 
and we got to be silly by wearing our clothes 
backwards, inside out, or mismatched to show 
our appreciation of Wacky Wednesday. Silly socks 
were also worn to go along with Fox in Socks 
and college shirts were worn to acknowledge our 
bright futures as we made connections to Oh the 
Places You’ll Go. From guest readers, reading 
rotations, and readers’ theater to book picnic 
parties, STEAM activities, and art projects, it 
was a great week to be a Seahawk!

Dr. Tracy Gyurina
Principal

Sunset Lane Elementary
2030 Sunset Ln., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7750 • fullertonsd.org

Staff getting in the spirit of celebrating Read Across America Week.

http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
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String Sprouts
At Valencia Park, kindergarteners and 

1st grade students are given a unique 
opportunity to participate in a musical 
journey called String Sprouts. This pilot 
program offers free violin lessons, materials 
and instruments to 
our mini musicians. 
The program is 
designed to close 
the learning gap 

for underserved children and 
to equip caregivers of these 
children with resources to 
enable successful study habits 
and promote academic success. 
Students and their caregivers 
are committed to attend weekly 
classes where they explore 
new repertoire, review past 
techniques, build rhythmic 
understanding, and practice their 
instrument and music literacy. 
After 7 weeks, these mini 

musicians perform in a mid-semester concert showcasing 
their musical growth. Students play an age-appropriate 
repertoire that shows off their musical talents to family 
and friends. Although the program started in January, the 
weekly classes will prepare these mini musicians for their 
Finale Concert at Biola University in May.

Dr. Erlinda 
Soltero-Ruiz

Principal

Valencia Park Elementary
3441 W. Valencia Dr., Fullerton, CA 92833 • 714/447-7755 • fullertonsd.org

Blizzard at Woodcrest!
Thanks to our partnership with OC GRIP, 

some of our Wildcats get the opportunity 
to be mentored by employees of Blizzard 
Entertainment, 
a developer and 
publisher of 
entertainment 
software. One of 
their most famous 

games is World of Warcraft. 
Over the next three months, our 
students will develop a concept 
for a game and turn their 
creation into a real live board 
game. The Blizzard employees 
work with our students on our 
campus, helping them foster 
their creative energy into 
something positive to share with 
the school. The culminating 
activity is a trip to their secret 
facility in Irvine. At the facility, 
they will work with their 

mentors and members of Orange County law enforcement, 
on different challenges. Lastly, they get to tour the entire 
facility to see where all the magic that goes into gaming 
happens. It truly is a once in a lifetime opportunity!

Rochelle Wolf
Principal

Woodcrest Elementary
455 W. Baker Ave., Fullerton, CA 92832 • 714/447-7760 • fullertonsd.org

Students stand with poise and pride as they showcase their violin repertoire.

http://www.schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://www.fullertonsd.org
http://www.fullertonsd.org
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Milestones and Firsts—Word Search Contest
One word in the list is NOT in the word search.

When you have completed the word search, one word will be left and that word you 
email to: Kay@schoolnewsrollcall.com Please put Fullerton in the subject line.

Rules!

Entries must be received by May 30, 2020
From the correct entries one name will be drawn to win 

a $20 gift card to Barnes & Noble.

BIRTH

KISS

HIGH SCHOOL

GRADUATION

COLLEGE

DATE

LOVE

ENGAGEMENT

MARRIAGE

HOUSE

RECITAL

CAR

DISNEYLAND

TRAVEL 

AIRPLANE RIDE

BALLOON RIDE

CRUISE

FIRST TOOTH

Manhar’s Book Review

Doing Homework
Homework Hassles (Ready, Freddy!— 

Series 3) by Abby Klein
I was recently 

introduced to the book 
series of “Ready, Freddy!” 
and this is my favorite book 
so far. This book focuses 
on what happens when 

you don’t do your home assignments in a 
timely fashion. Freddy Thresher, a first 
grader, goes through a big problem when 
his teacher wants the class to do reports on nocturnal 
animals. He couldn’t find an animal until the last moment. 
He went overboard with his research and got himself 
into trouble. The book includes exciting twists and turns 
in the story. The conversation of Freddy and his friends 
reminds me of my own conversations in the class. I couldn’t 
stop reading the book to find out if Freddy completed his 
assignment on the due date. I also learned the value of 
friends and family through this book.

Manhar M. is in First Grade. Manhar likes science, math, coding, 
traveling, hiking, reading about world news and spending time in 
building robots from Legos.

Manhar M.

Yoona’s Review

Dr. Seuss’ Life
Title: Dr. Seuss The Great Doodler
Author: Kate Klimo
Have you read any  

Dr. Seuss books? Dr. Seuss 
was actually called Ted. 
His mother read to him a 
lot when he was young. 
Ted also liked to doodle. 

He doodled pictures of animals. After 
college, he worked on a humor magazine. 
He signed his drawings with just his 
middle name: Seuss. He wrote his first book titled And to 
Think That I Saw It on Mulberry Street! When Ted was 
having trouble with a story, he wore wacky hats to think 
better. Ted wanted to write a book using 225 simple words. 
Do you know what this book is? It is the Cat in the Hat! I 
like this book because I can find many facts about Dr. Seuss 
and learn about how his books were created. This book also 
includes rarely seen artwork by Dr. Seuss. I recommend this 
book to kids who are interested in Dr. Seuss and his books.

Yoona is a 2nd grader. She likes playing soccer and the piano. She likes 
to create stories as well.

Yoona C.

mailto:kay%40schoolnewsrollcall.com?subject=
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